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R E P O R T S
   OF TH E
M u n i c i p a l  O f f i c e r s
AND
S UPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE
OF TH E
TOWN OF WATERVILLE,
F O R  T H E  Y E A R  1871,
AND
W A R R A N T  F O R  T O W N  M E E T I N G
To b e  h e l d  M a r c h  11, 1872.
L E W IS T O N :
G E O .  A. C A L L A H A N ,  P R I N T E R .
1872.
 SELECTMEN’S REPORT
A S S E S S M E N T , 1871.
Tow n voted at annual meeting, as follows :
For Schools, ‘ $5000 00
Paupers, 8500 00
Roads, (money), 8000 00
Current Expenses, 1800 00
Town Debt, 3000 00
Night Watch in E. Waterville, &00 00
N ew Roads, 500 00
$17,300 00
State T ax— 1871, 9,529 IQ





V A L U A T I O N  A N D  T A X .• .
Total value of real estate, $1,290,205 00
“  personal estate, 706,475 00 #
Total valuation, $1,996,680 00
$1,996,680 at 14.1 mills, 28,153 19
865 Polls at $3.00, 2,595 00
189 Dogs at $1.00, 189 00
30,937 19 
Deficiency o f  Highway Tax—
1870, 776 42
Total committed to Collector, $31,713 61
H I G H W A Y  T A X — 1871.
Voted at annual meeting, $3000 00
Overlayings on same, 134 63
$1,996,680 at 1.31 mills per dollar, 2615 63
865 Polls at 60 cents, 519 00
$3134 63
Committed to Surveyors, , $3134 63
W I L L I A M  M A C A R T N E Y ,
% I n  A c c o u n t  w i t h  t h e  T o w n  of  W a t e r v i l l e .
1871 D r .
T o balance due on Settlement, Feb. 20,
1871, $15,509 79
Mar. G. cash o f A . P. Benjamin, Bowdoin-
ham pauper, 18 36
cash o f A . P. Benjamin, on account
State bonds, 116 17
Mar. 30. cash o f  A . P. Benjamin— balance
of money borrowed, 120 64
cash of J. LI. Plaisted, liquor profits, 200 00
June 26. amount o f tax bills for 1871, 31.713 61
July 3. cash of J. II. Plaisted, liquor profits, 273 33
July 17, amount o f  State school fund, 138 48
Sept. 19. supplemental tax o f  C. F. Soule, 3 00
Jan. 24. cash o f  A . P. Benjamin to balance
account, 135 47
Feb. 1. supplementary tax bills for 1871, 218 94
Feb. 19, cash o f  M. N. Soule, Tow n Hall
rent, , 49 00
cash o f  Selectmen, borrowed by
them to apply to town debt, 700 00
Total, $49,196 71
C r .
By paid on orders, 18,478 01
“  to balance County tax o f  1870, 1,383 2£
“  “  “  State ' “  “  “  5,051 15
County tax, 1871, in full, 2,810 lc
on State tax, 1871, 39 06




Accounting for all the receipts in the Town treasury during 
the year ending Feb. 20, 1872.
Balance due from Treasurer Feb. 20, 1871, $15,509 79
Amount of tax bills— 1871, 31,718 G1
Receipts from all other sources, including supple­
mental tax, 1,973 39
Total receipts from all sources, $49,196 79
Orders against the above have been drawn as follows :
For Schools, $4791 79
Paupers, including farm, 4105 96
Roads, (repairs), 2699 29
Snow bills, 154 52
Miscellaneous expenses, inclu­
ding the Marston road and 
night watch, 3385 36
Abatements, 655 97
Principal and interest on debt, 3470 65
Total paid and due by Treasurer
on orders drawn in 1871, $19,263 54
Unpaid orders o f 1870 and previous, 532 25
The Treasurer has paid on State
and County taxes, 9,283 56
Amount carried to new account, 21,435 14
50,514 49
Orders due and unpaid, 1,317 70
$49,196 79
T H E  T O W N  D E B T ,
On the 20th day o f  February, 1871, as appears by the report 
o f  the Selectmen, was as follows :
Principal, $34,795 85
Interest on same to that date, 1,166 45
Amounting to $35,962 30
The total amount o f interest bearing orders against the town, 
Feb. 20, 1872, is as follows :
Principal, $59,069 04
Interest, 1,156 98
T o t a e  D e b t  b e a r i n g  I n t e r e s t ,  $60,226 02
O f this amount is due to the new free bridge :
Principal, $24,254 48
Interest on same, 92 16
Total due to bridge, 24,346 64
Total due to original debt, 35,879 38
S C H O O L S .
v
The balance due districts Feb. 21, 1871,
as per report was $695 85
Appropriation for 1871, 5000 00
Afrilwnt received from State, 138 48
Reduction o f  original debt, 82 92
Orders have been drawn on the Treasurer 
to pay principal and interest, amount­
ing to $3470 65
O f which was borrowed on interest bear­
ing orders and paid over to him and 
should be deducted, 820 64
Amount drawn from Treasury to
reduce debt, 2,650 01
Appropriation, 3,000 00
Total resources, 5,834 33
Orders drawn on the Treasurer for the
year amount to , $4791 79
Due District No. 1, 294 12
“  3, 14 61
“  “  4, 5 05
“  “  5, 343 00
“  “  7, 52 34
“  “  8, 16 54
“  “  10, 146 03
Due District No. 1 1 , $43 01
. “  “  u 12, 19 44
' “  “  “  13, 75 43
u U u 26
u u u 16, 4 94
u U U 1 7  27 77
$5,834 53
R O A D S .
Money appropriation, $3000 00
Orders drawn on Treasurer, $2699 29
Balance of appropriation unex­
pended, 300 71
  3.000 00
H I G H W A Y  T A X .
Amount o f labor voted, $3000 00
Overlayings on same, * 134 63
3,134 63
Owing to the delinquency o f  several Highway Surveyors 
we are unable to state accitrately how much o f  the above is 
unpaid, but are certain it can fall but little, if any, short o f six 
hundred dollars, and that is about the amount which will be 
carried to the money tax of 1872.
P A U P E R S .
Appropriation for 1871, $3500 00
*
Orders drawn on account o f  Paupers not
on Farm, $2469 54
On account o f Town Farm, 1636 42
--------------  4105 96
- %■Proceeds o f Farm sold, 549 31
Cash received on account o f paupers, 57 54
Bills due and collectable, 79 15
Farm bills due to 1870, paid in 1871, 98 99
Paupers off' Farm due to 1870, paid in
1871, 101 00
  885 99
3219 97
Reduction o f value in Stock on Farm, 250 00
Total cost for Poor, 1871, $3,469 97
T O W N  F A R M .
Average number of paupers 1871, 16
Cost o f  Flour for same, $169 50
Corn and rye meal for house and
stock, 170 57
Hay, 180 43
Molasses and sugar, 90 91
Tea and coffee, 43 80
Fresh meat and fish, and salt fish, 41 71
Tobacco, rice and crackers, 34 93
Dry Goods and clothing, 112 15
Hardware articles, 36 89
Miscellaneous articles, including 
crockery, brooms, churns, soap, 
matches, boots and shoes, black- 
smithing, salt, medicines, &c., 156 54
Superintendent’s salary, 500 00
Total amount expended due
to 1871, $1,537 43
P r o c e e d s  o f  F a r m  S o l d , v i z  :
April 15, one yoke o f  oxen, 
u 17, one calf, 
u 24, one calf,
May 22, one calf,
July 20, 37 lbs. wool at 42 cents,
Aug. 11,8  lambs at $2 25 each,
Nov. 13, 11 sheep,
Dec. 8, 8 hides,
Jan. 16, 1872, 1 heifer,
“  23, a 1 yoke o f  oxen,














Expenditures exceed receipts, 1088 12
Estimated value o f  neat stock and sheep
less than 1870 should be added, 250 00
Total cost o f  poor on Farm, 1,338 12
M IS C E L L A N E O U S  E X P E N S E S .
1871.
Feb. 25 Paid G. H. Boardman, horse hire, 6 50
Mar. 6 Llenry B. White, services as constable, 9 00
Paid Chas. A . W ood, night watching, $42 00
Chas. A . Dow, police services, 3 00
Mar. 7 M. H. Holmes, damages to carriage, 3 00
13 B. F. Folger, S. S. School Com., 42 25
14 J. M. Libby, services as Selectman, 150 00
George Rice, services as Selectman, %
balance, 70 00
A . P. Benjamin, services as selectman,
balance, 470 21
20 C. R. McFadden, on account o f  C.
••
H. Barney, 22 58
Samuel Appleton, rent o f  Selectmen’s
office, 40 00
State Reform School, balance due for
C. H. Barney, 8 50
27 Geo. A . Callahan, printing, 29 70
Apr. 1 M. H. Alexander, damages to horse
on highway, 30 00
3 M. Lyford, services as S. School Com­
mittee, &c., 92 05
J. G. Proctor, police services 2 years, 12 00
Chas. x\. W ood, nightwatching, 43 56
Constantine B. Marston, laying roads, 13 50
24 I. H. Low, lawsuit costs with Gilman, 40 00
K C. A . Henrickson, stationery, 11 00
May 4 G. T. Stevens, services and expenses, 9 50
' 8 Chas. A . W ood, nightwatching, 37 50
10 E. R. Drummond, services as clerk,
&c., 84 60
25 Leonard & Hallett, rent o f  hall, 5 00
June 3 For working highway tax in Sidney, 
Hoyt, Fogg & Breed, for books and
2 92
stationery, 25 45
0 C. A . W ood, night watching, 38 22
29 Geo. A . Callahan, printing School
Reports, 19 50
30 Town o f Sidney, taxes for 1870 and
1871, 28 10
July 3 C. A . W ood, night watching, 36 99
G. H. Boardman, horse hire, 40 50
Aug. 7 C. A . W ood, night watching, 38 31
Sept. 4 C. A . W ood, night watching, 12 33
H. M. Sawtelle, night watching, 25 89
12 Geo. Rice, labor and expenses on
Marston road, 217 40






18 Paid for wood for Selectmen’s office, $5 25
19 D. Morrison, on account o f  Marston
road, 89 87
22 John Wheeler, damages by Marston
road, 125 00
23 Avery Shorey labor on Marston road, 20 00
Oct. 2 H. M. Sawtelle, night watching, 36 96
9 Ezra Bates, damages on highway, 5 00
16 C. B. Marston, staking out Marston
road, 2 00
28 G. C. Haynes, damages by M. road, 25 00
Nov. 6 Josephine Dingley, damages by ob­
struction in highway, 4 00
H. M. Sawtelle, night watching, 38 22
27 H. M. Sawtelle, u 14 80
Dec. 4 C. A . W ood, u “ 22 19
6 Leonard & Hallett, hall rent, 5 00
18 Reuben Foster, services and costs, 71 28
25 Geo. Rice, on account of services,
1872. 1871, 100 00
Tan. 1 C. A . W ood , night watching,Vtr/ 38 25• /
15 Maxham & W ing, printing, 8 11
22 C. A . Henrickson, stationery, 1 88
Feb. 6 C. A . W ood , night watching, 38 22
.  19 W. L. Maxwell, services as Sexton,
and expenses on hearse, 14 00
Geo. H . Esty, police services, 6 00
C. A . D ow , “  “ 10 00
N. P. Downer, “  “ 3 00
M. N. Soule, Tow n Hall and glass, 5 75
F. S. Chase, police services, 12 00
W . W .  Edwards, police s e r v i c e s , 18 65
S. Heath, legal services and Auditor, 117 78
20 E. W . Dyer, police services, 9 00
John M. Libby, various expenses, 11 30
G. H. Boardman, horse hire, 34 00
A . T. W ebb, police services, 6 00
D. D. Stewart, professional services, 




M A R S T O N  R O A D .
Appropriation, 500 00
Paid Geo. R ice for labor and cash paid, $217 40 
A lonzo C. Marston for man and
team, 62 50
Paid David Morrison for labor and cash
paid, $89 87
Avery Shorey for labor, 20 00
C. B. Marston for running and stak­
ing, 2 00
J. M. Libby for 1 1-2 da vs labor, 3 00
  $394 77
John Wheeler for damages, 125 00
G. C. Haynes u 25 00
Cost o f  Marston road, $54477
N IG H T  W A T C H  IN E. W A T E R V I L L E .
Appropriation, 500 00
Paid C. A . W ood, $347 57
II. M. Sawtelle, 101 07
  448 64
Total for Marston Road and ni ght 
watch both being embraced in
expense account, $993 41
A . P. BEN JAM IN ,
I x  A c c o u n t  w i t h  t h e  T o w n  o f  W a t e r v i l l e .
1871. D r .
Feb. 28. To cash o f  Bowdoinham on ac-
count o f paupers, 18 36
Apr. 25. To cash of Bowdoinham on ac­
count o f  paupers, 12 55
T o cash o f  N. Boothby paid
him by mistake, 8 75
T o  cash o f Geo. Rice for coffee
in Selectmen’s office, 1 00
  22 30
June 21. To cash o f New York Circus,
for license, 25 00
4
[uly 10. To cash o f  J. Marston for sun­
dry vessels in Select­
men’s office, 2 00
July 3. To cash o f Charles Noble, 4 00
July 25. To cash o f  Stone & Murray’s
Circus for license, 30 00
July 31. T o  cash o f  Barnum Circus, &c.
for license, 30 00
Aug. 31. T o  cash for scales sold from
Selectmen’s office, $5 00
Sept. 12. T o  cash received from B ow ­
doinham, 3 50
Oct. 9. T o  cash received from Ben­
ton pauper account, 9 98
Dec. 5. T o  cash o f Lorenzo Richard­
son, overpaid for labor by
mistake in 1870, 2 00
1872.
Jan. 1. Received of Charles Noble, 6 00
24. u u Ezra Bates, 5 00
u u A . J. Lyon for ce­
ment pipe, 6 00
C r .
Mar. 6. By cash paid Treasurer, $18 36
Apr. 25. paid N. Boothby for services, 2 00
Express bill and P .O . Stmps, 1 90
expenses R . B. Stewart to
Bowdoinham, 3 15
June 21. P. O. Stamps and envelopes, 1 19
July 25. Ruel Ellis, highway matter, 70
P. O. Stamps, 52
Aug. 16. P. O. Stamps, 99
Nov. 17. Bill telegraphing and station­
ery, 2 36
Jan. 24. C. F. Stevens bill P. O.
Stamps, 1870, 2 50




R E P O R T  O F  T O W N  L IQ U O R  A G E N C Y  F O R  T H E
Y E A R  E N D IN G  FEB. 8th, 1872.
Amount o f  Liquors on hand Feb. 8, 1871, $362 29
“  “  Packages and fixtures on hand
Feb. 8, 1871, 30 12
Amount o f  liquors bought o f  E. Shaw,
State Commissioner, 2,397 50
“  “  liquors sold for the year end­
J
ing Feb. 8, 1872, 3,478 77
“  “  packages and fixtures bought
to Feb. 8, 1872, 23 30
Amount o f  packages and fixtures sold to
Feb. 8, 1872, $48 70
u “  liquors on hand Feb. 8, 1872, 251 25
u u packages and fixtures on
hand Feb. 8, 1872, 32 32
G ross profits on sales o f  liquor, 970 23
u “  u u packages, 28 GO
Expense account including salary $500, ' 5G6 83
Cash on hand Feb. 8, 1872, 138 18
Net profit passed to credit o f  town, 432 00
T O W N  O F W A T E R V I L L E ,
In A c c o u n t  w i t h  J. H. P L A IS T E D . 
1871. / Cr.
Feb. 8. By balance due Town as per last
report, $473 33
u profit and loss for the year
ending Feb. 8, 1872, 432 00
  $905 33
D r .
Mar. 30. T o  cash paid Town Treasurer $200 00 
July 3. u u “  u 273 33
liquors delivered S. Berry 
and others for Town poor, 11 10
Respectfully submitted,
484 43
Balance due Town, $420 90
J. H. P L A IS T E D , Town Liquor Agent
Waterville, Feb. 8, 1872.
R E S O U R C E S  O F T H E  T O W N .
Amount in hands of Treasurer, $21,435 14
Cash and liquors in hands of Agent, 420 90
Cash due from S. Berry, Farm Supt., 291 02
Cash due on account of paupers, 79 15
Cash due from highway tax 1871, 570 00
$22,796 21
L IA B IL IT IE S  O F T H E  T O W N .
For money voted for Soldiers Monument
Association, $1,134 00
Outstanding orders not on interest, 1,317 70
Balance due Supt. of Farm to Feb. 20, 195 00
Insane Hospital, 70 00
J. Stackpole, road damages, 75 00
Eaton heirs, u u 200 00
On State tax, 9,490 10
For paupers, (estimated), 60 00
For snow bills and miscellaneous expenses,
(estimated), 350 00
F O R  T O W N  O F F IC E R S .
A . P. Benjamin, 500 00
J. M. Libby, 150 00
George Rice, (balance), 45 00
Superintending School Committee, 200 00
Other officers, 35 00
School Districts, 1,042 54
$14,864 34 
Outside o f  interest-bearing debt the re­
sources exceed the liabilities 7,931 87
A . P. B EN JAM IN , i Selectmen . 
J O H N  M. L IB B Y , } o f  




S T A T E  O F M A IN E .
To H e n r y  B. W h i t e ,  one o f  the Constables o f  the Town o j  
W aterville, G r e e t i n g  :
In the name o f  the State o f  Maine you are hereby required 
to notify and warn the inhabitants o f  the town o f  Waterville, 
qualified to vote in town affairs, to meet at Town Hall, in said 
town, on Monday, the eleventh day o f  March, A . D. 1872, at 
ten o ’clock in the forenoon, then and there to act on the follow­
ing articles, viz :
A r t .  1. T o  choose a Moderator to govern said meeting.
A r t .  2 T o choose a Town Clerk, Selectmen, Assessors,
Overseers o f  the Poor and Superintending School Committee.
A r t . 3 T o  see w hat method the tow n will adopt to collect  
the taxes the ensuing year.
A r t  4. To choose a Treasurer, Collector, Town Agent, 
Town Auditor, Inspector o f  Police, and all other necessary 
Town officers.
A r t .  5. T o  raise a sum of money for the support o f  schools.
A r t .  G. T o  raise a sum of money for the support o f  the 
poor, and see if the Tow n will vote any instructions in relation 
to the management o f the poor, or o f  the Tow n Farm.
A r t .  7. T o see what method the town will take to repair
the roads, bridges, and sidewalks, and to raise a sum o f money 
to pay for said repairs for the year ensuing.
A r t .  8. T o  raise a sum of money to pay the current E x ­
penses o f the Town the ensuing year.
A r t .  9. T o  see if the town will vote to raise a sum of 
money to pay its interest-bearing debt, or any portion thereof.
A r t .  10. T o  see if the town will vote to fund its interest- 
bearing debt, or any part thereof, and give any instructions 
relating thereto.
A r t .  11. T o see if the town will authorize the several 
school districts to choose their agents the ensuing year, in dis­
trict meetings lawfully assembled.
A r t .  12. T o  see if the town will vote to tax dogs the en­
suing year.
A r t .  13. T o  see if the town will authorize the Selectmen 
to appoint a suitable number o f person to be Measurers o f  wood 
and bark, and Surveyors of logs and lumber, the ensuing year.
A r t .  14. T o  see if the town will vote to accept a town way 
or any part thereof laid out by the Selectmen, beginning on
Water Street, in the village o f West Waterville, at the south­
east corner o f J. S. Sargent’s garden, thence running north fifty- 
six and one half degrees, West thirty-six rods to Mechanic St. 
Said way to be three rods wide and on the south side o f  the 
line described. Also beginning on Water St , at a point thirty- 
four feet from Grove St., on the land o f  Charles L. Towle, 
running thence north one degree, east twenty-nine and one- 
half rods, to intersect the way first described. Said way to be 
three rods wide and 011 the east side o f  said line.
A r t .  15. T o  see if the town will vote to accept a town way 
in the Village o f Waterville, beginning on Chaplin St. at a 
mark 011 the fence o f the home lot o f the late Nathaniel Mayo, 
six feet westerly from the center o f  a large elm tree, thence 
north twenty-three and two-thirds degrees, east fourteen rods, 
thence north twenty and two-fifths degrees, east about fifty-three 
rods, to a point on Oliver Kelsey’s land, exactly in range of 
Wilber W . JBushey’s south line. Said road to be three rods 
wide and on the easterly side o f  said line.
A r t .  16. T o  see if the town will vote to accept a town way 
beginning on the ten lot road nearly opposite the House of 
Stephen Hersom, at a spotted cedar post, where the board fence 
joins the road fence, thence running north fifty-three degrees, 
west three-hundred and sixty rods, or such a course and distance 
as will strike the Gage road at a point directly opposite the 
north line o f  the logging road, where it strikes the said Gage 
road. The said new road to be four rods wide, and on the 
southerly side o f said line.
A r t .  17. T o  see if the town will vote to rescind and make 
void a former vote of the town, by which investments in cotton 
and woolen manufactures are exempt from taxation for a term 
of years, and in lieu thereof, vote to exempt all classes o f man­
ufacturing property from taxation for a specified term o f  years, 
according to the provisions o f  the ninth paragraph o f  Sec. 6. 
Chap. 6, o f  the Revised Statutes o f  1871, or act anything 
thereon.
A r t .  18. T o  see if the town will vote to raise a sum o f
money to pay for night watches in one or both o f  the villages
within its limits, 01* act anything thereon.
A r t .  19. T o  see if the town will vote to raise a sum of
money to pay for the building of, and for damages by new 
roads.
Given under our hands at Waterville this second day o f  Feb­
ruary, A . D. 1872.
A . P. B E N JA M IN , ) Selectmen 
J O H N  M. L IB B Y , } o f  
G E O R G E  R IC E , j Waterville.
R E P O E T
OF THE
Superintending School Committee,
OF THE TOWN OF WATERVILLE,
P r e s e n t e d  in  T o w n  M e e t i n g  M a r c h  11, 1872.
General Statistics.
Amount o f School money raised March,
1871, $5,000 00
Amount drawn from school fund in 1871, 138 48
----------------- $5,138 48
Amount raised by Town per scholar, $2.91 yearly.
Number of Scholars in Town April 1, 1871, 1719
Registered in Summer Schools, about 49 per cent.
o f whole number, 846
Average attendance o f  Summer Schools about 80
per cent, o f  number registered, 675
Registered in Winter Schools about 49 percent, o f
whole number, 850
Average attendance o f Winter Scools about 80
per cent, o f number registered, 686
Change in the Committee.
Early in the municipal year now about to close Rev. D. N. 
Sheldon, whose faithful and efficient service this town has 
enjoyed for so many years, felt compelled to resign his position 
as a member o f  this committee. His associates still remaining 
on the board gladly avail themselves o f  this opportunity to bear 
testimony to the great value o f  his services to the cause o f  pop ­
ular education in this town ; while they will ever cherish the
3
most pleassant memories o f  the harmony which prevailed in all 
their official intercourse. The vacancy occasioned by the resig­
nation o f  Dr. Sheldon, was filled by the appointment o f  Rev. 
J. O. Skinner.
¥
Condition of the Schools in General.
W e  have so often spoken o f the merits o f  our schools, and 
o f  their improvements from year to year, that some have come 
to think we ought to be pretty well satisfied if we can hold 
them where they are, and not allow them to degenerate. On 
the other hand, there are those who seem to think these schools 
have been steadily and rapidily degenerating ever since they 
left them, some forty or fifty years ago. N ow, in this, as in 
most cases, the truth lies between these extremes. Our schools 
are, in most respects, vastly better than they used to be, and yet 
they come far short of doing all they ought to do for our children. 
Some o f  the obstacles in the way o f progress lies upon the sur­
face, and have been repeatedly mentioned, such as irregularity 
in attendance, want of application, lack o f  interest on the part 
o f  parents, lack o f apparatus for illustrations, short schools in 
many districts, and, in too many cases, want o f  suitable qualifi­
cations on the part of the teachers ; besides, and back o f  these, 
w^ e more than suspect there is room for improvement in the 
course o f study marked out for our common schools, as well as 
in the manner o f  teaching them. But, notwithstanding these 
drawbacks, when we measure our schools by the same stan 
dard as heretofore, we do not think they are, as a whole, degen­
erating. It quite frequently happens that some districts are un­
fortunate in their teachers ; this was the case when the Super­
intending Committee employed the teachers ; but it so happens 
that the agents have been more unfortunate in this respect, dur­
ing the past year, than the Committee were. But we proceed 
to a very brief
REVIEW OF THE SEVERAL SCHOOLS.
District No. 1.—Waterville Village.
The visitors for this district are the two resident members o f 
the Committee. In this district seven schools have been main­
tained during the past year as heretofore ; namely: three Prim-
\
ary Schools, one Intermediate, two Grammar Schools o f differ­
ent grades and the High School. These schools have all 
been continued through four terms, amounting to forty weeks 
for the High School, thirty-six weeks for the First Grammar 
School, and thirty-nine weeks for each o f  the others. The 
First Grammar School was shortened by reason o f the sickness 
o f  the teacher.
Primary School on the Plains.
This school has been taught three terms by Miss Helen 
Merrifield, and one term by Miss B. C. Merrifield, Miss Helen 
consenting for one term to take charge o f  the North Primary 
in place o f  Miss Flagg, who was obliged to leave it for one 
term. We have before spoken o f this school and o f Miss Mer­
rifield as having produced a very marked change in i t ; in a 
short time, under her care, it has become an orderly and quiet 
school, and too much credit cannot be given her for the faith­
fulness, the patience and the tact by which this result has been 
secured. With Miss B. C. Merrifield this was the first experi­
ment in teaching, but it was deemed an entire success, and we 
trust that we may yet find in her one o f our best teachers.
South Primary.
This school has been taught the whole year by Miss Annie 
Gage, who has continued to give entire satisfaction. W e re­
gret to add that ill health has now compelled Miss G. to leave 
her school for the present.
m North Primary.
This school has been under the care o f  Miss Vesta W . Flagg, 
except for one term as mentioned above. Miss Flagg fully 
maintains her well earned reputation as an excellent teacher.
Intermediate.
Miss Julia A . Stackpole is too well known, as the faithful 
and efficient teacher o f  this school, to need any further com­
mendation from us. W e  wish her to understand, however, that 
her valuable services are appreciated both by the committee and 
the community.
North Grammar.
This school was taught in the Spring and Summer by Mr. 
Simeon C. Page, and in the Fall and Winter by Miss A . P. 
Barnes. Mr. Page found the school in a disorderly condition, 
but under his charge it steadily improved, and at the close o f his 
second term, the committee felt that he had earned the reputa­
tion o f a successful teacher. In securing the services o f  Miss 
Barnes, we deem the district fortunate. She has ample oppor­
tunities for fitting herself for her profession, and has success­
fully availed herself o f them. W e hope her services may be 
continued to us for a long time.
South Grammar.
W e may say o f Miss Mary E. Stockman, the accomplished 
Principal o f  this school, as of others, she is too well known 
and appreciated to need any further testimony from us. In 
short, we feel that all these schools have been in good hands 
during the past year, and have accomplished as much as could 
reasonably be expected o f them under the circumstances. We 
earnestly solicit a more hearty manifestation o f interest on the 
part of parents, and a willingness to make some personal sacri­
fices to secure regularity o f attendance, propriety o f  deport­
ment, and a proper application to study on the part o f the chil­
dren.
High School.
A  department o f the Classical , under the charge
of Mr. Hanson, with a corps o f  competent assistants, still con- 
stitutes our High School. This arrangement continues to give 
very general satisfaction, and is certainly much more econom­
ical than an independent High School.
District Ho. 3. Mr. Lyford, Visitor.
This school was taught in the summer ten weeks by Miss 
Ella Tupper, visited twice by the committee, and thought to be 
a profitable school. Miss T . has had but little experience, but 
gives promise o f  becoming a very good teacher. The winter 




Archer, who has taught many times before in this and other 
districts in town, and has always earned a good report. In this 
ease, too, her school was considered a good one, and it the 
scholars made less progress, or deported themselves in any way 
ivith less propriety than they ought, the fault was theirs.
District No, 4. Mr. Folger, Visitor.
• The school in this district was taught by Miss Emma N. 
Pierce, both terms being in the summer season. Miss Pierce 
is a teacher o f experience and ability, and the school was en­
tirely satisfactory to all parties. Although few in number, 
the pupils of this school are, in the main, well advanced in their 
Studies, and quiet and orderly in their deportment.
District No. 7. Mr. Lyford, Visitor.
Taught in summer by Miss Abbie M. Whittier. This was 
Miss W.’s first school. It was very small, and though visited 
twice hardly furnished a fair test o f the teacher’s promise for 
the future. It would be of great advantage to Miss W ., as to 
all our inexperienced teachers, to avail herself, if possible, o f 
the training of a good Normal School. Teacher of the winter 
School, Miss Jennie R. Hale. The school was continued 
twelve weeks, an unusually long term for so small a school. 
The teacher appeared to feel at home in the schoolroom, and 
the scholars seemed well disposed and quite studious. In 
some of their recitations, at the second visit o f  the committee, 
near the close of the school, the answers to the questions 
were unusually prompt and accurate. This was Miss H . ’s 
first school in this town ; but she has had considerable experi­
ence in teaching elsewhere, the benefits o f which were seen here.
t
District No. 8. Mr. Lyford, Visitor for the Summer Term.
This school was taught by Miss Abbie A . Davies. The 
school appeared well, and is believed to have been a profitable 
one. Miss Davies appeared self-possessed, and the pupils 
seemed to understand that they were there to work. This 
school is reaping the advantage o f  having had good teachers 
in most cases for several years in succession.
Winter Term, Mr. Skinner, Visitor.
The school for this term was under the charge o f  Mr. Ed­
ward Balentine, and was an orderly, well-governed, and well- 
trained school. The pupils made great, and in some branches, 
unusual proficiency in study. W e  give this school no more 
credit than it deserves when we say that it was in all respects 
first-rate. It was fortunate for the district that it had the services 
o f so capable, so thorough, so conscientious and so faithful a
I
teacher as Mr. Balentine proved himself to be.
*
District No. 10. Summer Term, Mr. Folger, Visitor.
This school was taught by Miss Carrie T. Nash, who is a 
faithful, diligent and pains-taking teacher. Although her 
method of teaching differs somewhat from that o f  most o f  our 
teachers, still the school seemed to have made good progress 
under her care. The Committee noticed, however, an uneasi­
ness and lack o f  attention which has been a characteristic o f  
this school for some time past.
*
Winter Term, Mr. Skinner, Visitor.
This school, taught by George O. Fogg, was found, the first 
time it was visited, to be very noisy, and apparently not under 
perfect control. At the second visit, about the middle o f  the 
term, there seemed to be some improvements, both in respect 
to order and to progress in study. At the closing examination 
the number in attendance had fallen off somewhat, but there 
was a manifest improvement visible in all respects. The teacher 
seemed to be in command, to have control o f  the school, and 
there was evidence o f  some proficiency in study, though noth­
ing like what we desire to see in pupils o f  the age, and having 
the advantages o f those belonging to this school. The teacher 
labored faithfully, but under some difficulties o f  a local charac­
ter, for which he was not responsible. On Feb. 2d, complaint 
was brought to us against Mr. Fogg for excessive severity in 
punishing some o f  his pupils; which complaint, after a patient 
examination and a patient hearing o f all parties, the committee 
decided to be not sustained. The complaint seems to have 
originated from an accidental and unintentional hurt to a schol­
ar, for which Mr. Fogg was sorry and promptly apologized, 
and perhaps from a misapprehension o f the facts, and an hon­
est but unwarranted prejudice which some o f the district had 
against the teacher.
' The decision of the Committee in sustaining Mr. Fogg and 
dismissing the complaint seemed to be acquiesced in by the 
district, though some of the disaffected parents withdrew their 
children from school for the remainder o f the term. Mr. 
Fogg’s deportment and bearing through all his trials was that 
of a gentleman —  dignified, candid, courteous, and he thus 
gave the best evidence of his upright and honorable intentions.
District No. 11. Mr. Lyford, Visitor for the Summer Term.
This is now one of the smallest schools in town. It was 
taught in Summer by Miss Genoa A. Ricker, this being her 
first school in this town. It was visited near the opening of the 
term when it was expected to keep ten weeks ; but it closed at 
the end of seven weeks without notice to the Committee ; and 
hence they do not feel prepared to express an opinion either 
with regard to the success of the teacher, or the profitableness 
of the school.
Winter Term, Mr. Skinner, Visitor.
This school, under the charge o C. M. Blen, was very small 
and very dull. The teacher seemed to labor diligently for the 
good o f the school, but did not succeed in infusing any great 
life or interest into it, though a model of amiability and gentle­
ness and devotion to her work. Jan. 22d, 011 her complaint to 
the Committee of a spirit o f  insubordination in her school, 
though 110 violent outbreak, yet a persistent contempt for her 
authority, two of the Committee visited the school, investigated 
the conduct of her pupils who had evinced insubordination, 
and we gave them such counsel and admonitions as we thought
.  ^  o
was needed. W e heard no further complaint; but the school, 
at its close, gave little evidence o f  proficiency in study; and 
with the best intentions on the part o f the teacher, and no 
really badly disposed pupil, the result of the Winter term was 
not as beneficial as it would have been under a more efficient 
administration.
District No. 12. Mr. Folger, Visitor.
The Summer term was begun by Miss Abbie C. Merrill, but 
her services were not well received by many in the district, 
and the scholars belonging to two families and comprising 
quite a large portion o f  the school, were withdrawn. The 
Committee being convinced that the school would be o f  but 
little benefit to the district advised Miss M. to leave it, which
#  i f*  I? J "she did. It was continued and finished by Miss Lucy A , War­
ren, under whose instruction the scholars made very fair im­
provement, although the school would undoubtedly have been 
much better could Miss Warren have had it at first.
The Winter term was taught by Miss Martha F. Rice. This 
school was entirely satisfactory to the people o f  the district. 
Miss Rice is an excellent scholar and instructor; and if she 
would pay a little more attention to discipline she would take 
a high rank among our teachers.o ©
District No. 13. Mr. Folger, Visitor.
The Summer term was taught by Miss Genoa A . Ricker. 
The school was visited near the commencement, and everything 
appeared satisfactory. No notice being given o f its close it 
was not visited a second time.
The Winter Term is under the care of Mr. I. J. Thayer, and 
will not close for several weeks, being an unusually long school 
for one in our small districts. When visited, near its com ­
mencement, its appearance was very good, and unless some
unforeseen hindrance should arise, it will, in the opinion o f  the 
Committee, be o f great benefit to the scholars.
District No. 14. Mr. Lyford, Visitor.
Taught in Summer by Miss Clara A. Archer, who has 
already been mentioned in connection with the school in No. 3. 
In this school, too, she met with her usual success and the 
school was a good one.
Taught in Winter by Mr. George W . Osgood. This was 
Mr. Osgood’s first effort in teaching, and a very creditable one. 
His want o f  experience could not, o f  course, fail to manifest 





encies in his mode o f teaching. With more experience Mr. 
O. may place himself on the list o f  excellent teachers. The
V i  O  '  _
scholars appeared interested and are judged to have made good 
progress. This is now one o f our largest schools outside of 
the village.
m
District No. 16. Mr. Folger, Visitor.
The S ummer term was taught by Miss Sarah A . Copp. 
This was Miss Copp’s first public school. She did in it all 
that a young and inexperienced teacher could be expected to do 
in the short time of six weeks. This is a very backwardV
school, and not much interest is manifested in the district.
The: Winter term of seven weeks was taught by Mr. I. J. 
Thayer, the Agent o f the district. The bad conduct of some 
of the scholars which the teacher did not seem wholly able to 
correct came near breaking up the school. At the last visit of 
the committee but six scholars were present, and they did not 
give evidence of having made much progress in their studies.
i
District No. 17. Mr. Folger, Visitor.
In the opinion of the Committee there has been no legal 
school in this district during the past year. Mr. Isaiah Tibbetts 
has pretended to teach a school there, but has had no scholars 
except one day, and as the reputed agent, who never took the 
oath of office, declares he never employed Mr. Tibbetts, the 
Selectmen have been requested not to grant an order in his 
favor.
School Money.
As the sum raised by the town for school purposes last year 
was but very little in excess o f that required by la w ; and as, 
in view o f  the present financial condition o f  the town, the com ­
mittee would hardly feel justified in asking for a larger sum, 
they recommend that the sum of Five Thousand Dollars be 
raised by the town tor school purposes the present year.
J. O. S K IN N E R ,
M. L\ F O R D , / S. S. Committee.
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WEST WATERVILLE
Under an act o f the Legislature of 1866, District was
organized into a separate and independent school department. 
The Directors in said District having the authority o f  School 
Committee and School Agent combined.
In this District there are 313 scholars and four schools, viz :
one Grammar, one Intermediate, and two Primary Schools. 
Each o f these schools have had three terms during the past 
year, two o f ten and one o f eight weeks, and we are happy to 
say that as a whole they may be regarded as a success. Few 
complaints indeed against any o f  the teachers have reached the 
ears o f  the Directors, while on the other hand the interposition# 
o f  the Directors has not been required to suspend or expel a 
scholar.
The Spring Term of the Grammar School was taught by 
Miss Susan L. Stevens, a member o f  the District. Miss Ste­
vens appeared to be interested in her work, labored hard and 
taught to the satisfaction o f the Directors, and, as far as we 
know, to the entire District. The Fall Term was taught by 
Wilder W. Perry, of Colby University. Mr. Perry is an excel­
lent scholar, thorough disciplinarian, dignified and exemplary, 
and taught a profitable school. The Winter Term is now in 
session under the instruction o f  Simeon C. Page, who is teach­
ing very acceptably to all. We anticipate a successful termin­
ation.
The Spring and Fall Terms of the Intermediate School were 
taught by Miss Lottie P. Ricker, and the WTinter Term by L y­
man B. DollofF. Both o f  these teachers succeeded well in in-
cting, governing and disciplining their schools. They are 
ong our best teachers.
The Upper Primary School has been taught throughout the 
*ar by Mrs. Cynthia A .  Robinson. In all of Mrs. Robinson’s 
schools there appeared to be a mutual attachment existing be- 
teen scholars and teacher. Although the Spring and Fall 
ms WCfe over-crowded Mrs. Robinson succeeded in preserv- 
gpod order, and her scholars made commendable progress. 
^ The Spring Term of the Lower Primary School was taught by 
!Mrs. Emily L. Phillips ; Fall Term by Miss Abbie Mosher ; and
. 9  _______
the Winter Term bv Mrs. Rebecca H. Dearborn. All o f  thesei/
ladies are favorably known in this vicinitv as successful teach-
J
ers. Tipi scholars of this school have made fair progress, 
although we think that there is ample room for improvement. 
The discipline of the school, particularly the Winter Term, was 
not all we could desire.
The school houses of this District are new and in good con­
dition, except the Grammar School House. A  small appropri­
ation will be required to place it in thorough condition.
We suggest that 10 per cent, o f  the school money be expend­
ed for the purchase of globes, maps and a philosophical appar­
atus instead o f being expended for repairs as heretofore.
A  full report of the financial standing o f the District will be
ade at our annual meeting.
G. T. S T E V E N S ,
C. H. B L A IS D E L L , Directors.
B. F. F O L G E R ,
TABULAR STATEMENT
s c h o o l s . TEACHERS.
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Mr. J. H. Hanson, Principal..
A s s i s t a n t s  :
Mrs. J . H . Hanson,
Miss Sarah R. Ricker,
Miss Olive Smiley.
Miss Mary E. Stockman.........
Mr. Simon C. Page..................
Miss A . P. Barnes,...................
Miss Julia A. Stackpole.........
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